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that of the Codes In Panama, while the earliest of
the true civilizations of Central America may have
been that of the Mayas or Toltecs.* There is consid-
erable doubt as to which of these is the older, but
there is little question that the Aztec civilization was
the youngest of all, for the Mayan empire had
reached its zenith and had ceased to exist long before
the Aztecs attained their greatest height and power,
In the case of the prehistoric civilizations of South
America it is far more difficult to form an opinion
as to their relative ages. The Manabis of Ecuador
and the Chibchas of Colombia were unquestionably
very ancient; but we know so little in regard to the
former that it is impossible to say whether they should
be classed as civilized or merely cultured, and our
knowledge of the Chibchas is, if anything, even more
limited.
Of the better-known -civilizations, it is generally
conceded that the Tiahuanacan is the oldest. Next
in point of age would be the pre-Incans, the Nascas
and the Chimus; but it is impossible to say positively
which of these antedated the others or whether or not
they were contemporaneous. But we may be quite
sure that the Incans were the most recent of all, and
that they occupied much the same place in South
America as the Aztecs held in Middle America.
^According to Joyce the Toitec culture was the result of Mayxm influence
upon Mexican tribes.